on kwashiorkor and by Bodian on cancer, summarize much of the life-work of these two great men. Chapter 12 is by Norman on steroid treatment in asthma. Black and White combine to write a chapter on renal biopsy; in these early days of renal biopsy it is helpful to have the pooled experiences of two authors working separately in this field. The last two chapters are by Macnab, on hydrocephalus and spina bifida. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1964 At operation gynecological surgeons are acutely aware of the possibility of damage to the bladder and ureters but most encounter urological injuries infrequently; so this excellent monograph will be of value to all whose experience of these complications is limited. Although alternative methods are described, the author has mainly given an account of those he has found reliable and he has written with clarity and thoroughness. Valuable practical detail is given which enables the reader to share with Dr Falk in his management of a variety of urological problems and the text is supported by diagrams of a high standard.
Emphasis is placed on colpocleisis in the treatment of difficult vesicovaginal and rectovaginal fistule. Three chapters are devoted to stress incontinence, which may be surprising, but this too is treated with the authority of an experienced operator. In recurrent cases, the fascial transplant operation of Studdiford is recommended as an alternative to the Marshall-Marchetti procedure. The gynecologist who does not mind the highly coloured binding will be pleased to add this volume to his bookshelf. The fourteen chapters of this interesting volume deal with the relationship between myxoviruses and host cells. They describe the study of fine structure of the virus and of infected cells, inhibition of virus replication and other functions by physical and chemical means, geneticexperiments, serological analysis and the examination of cellular and humoral mechanisms of defence against virus infection.
Most progress has been made recently by the first, second and fourth of these methods as papers from Cambridge and Ttlbingen, Cam-bridge and Memphis, and Canberra and Ann Arbor, show. However, no striking advance has been made in understanding how the ribonucleic acid of the virus replicates in the cell. Indeed, it is interesting to note that myxoviruses which, twenty years ago, were amenable to investigation are now recalcitrant to the chemical methods of investigation which have been so profitable with small RNA viruses. This symposium has set the stage for further progress.
The book contains nothing that a physician nor even a clinical pathologist need put into practice but those who read in the hope that something useful will come out of it all will naturally turn to two excellent chapters on immunological aspects of influenza virus by Professors Fazekas and Davenport and their colleagues. There they will find that multispecific influenza vaccines are within reach and synthetic vaccines within sight.
The standard ofproduction of this book is high, the introductory remarks helpful and felicitous and the reported discussion pointed and very instructive even when facetious. The most efficient way at present for the exchange of scientific information is by word of mouth, or informal precirculated papers amongst friends in related fields. Formalization of the procedure becomes a symposium, and the publication ofsuch exchanges are necessary if a new and wider range of workers are to be brought into the 'club'. For this reason one welcomes this book based on the papers and discussions of a symposium held in Brazil in October 1962, organized to bring the rapidly developing subject of radiobiology in Latin America into closer relation with the scientific world in general.
Some of the papers are excellent reviews of the increasing use of mammalian tissue culture and cytology for the study of radiation effects; other papers, mostly from South American scientists, are more detailed descriptions of new work with interesting use of indigenous material not usually studied in radiobiology. The references are full and accurate. It is an excellent and accurate volume for the postgraduate and active research worker.
The real criticism of the book comes in the failure to edit the discussion, both after papers and in the round table discussion of the Future Development of Research. Verbatim reporting may be technically easier than concise summaries, but it is both tedious and frustrating to plough through colloquialisms and references to people and work for which no bibliographic information is given. This method of reporting in technical literature should be discouraged.
One of the main points in the discussion should, however, be noted by all concerned with international co-operation in science. It comes in the plea by the South American scientists to be kept in contact with the rest, to have access more rapidly to publications and journals which we take for granted, and also to have the facilities for travelling to other centres of research so that their new ideas can add to, rather than parallel, trends in radiobiology in other parts of the world. The Spastics Society now provides one more valuable contribution by publishing monographs in its series 'Clinics in Developmental Medicine'. The latest three of these maintain the same high standard as their predecessors.
No. 15, 'Infantile Spasms', is by Peter M Jeavons and Brian D Bower, two of the original workers in this field. This is an excellent review of the subject against the background of an analysis of 112 cases studied by the authors. Particularly valuable is the discussion on the role of pertussis immunization in oetiology. The results of treatment with steroids in this large series will be useful to others faced with this problem.
No. 16, 'Drugs in Cerebral Palsy', edited by Eric Denhoff, is one of the first fruits of a recent Anglo-American alliance between the journal Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology and the American Academy for Cerebral Palsy. In this field, where so many hopes have been raised only to be shattered later, it is most helpful to have the subject fully discussed in one volume. There is a useful drug index giving indications and dosage for each, followed by a complete list of trade names and their equivalents.
No. 17, 'The Syndrome of Stuttering', by
Gavin Andrews and Mary Harris, is an account of an enquiry into children and adults who stutter, carried out in Newcastle from 1962 to 1964. Every aspect of etiology, diagnosis and treatment is fully discussed. The vexed question of intelligence in relation to stuttering is answered by demonstrating that those who attend for treatment are above average intelligence but the survey results confirm the findings of others that the disorder is commoner in those with low intelligence. The probable explanation lies in the increased importance of this handicap among the intelligent and the ready availability of treatment for this group. London: HKLewis 1965 The new edition of this book from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine follows closely the lines of the one before it. Besides some minor modifications, however, the chapters on malaria and the sections that deal with the control of schistosomiasis and tuberculosis have been revised in the light ofcurrent concepts. The book is primarily concerned with infectious disease in under-developed rural areas, where it will be found most helpful by medical practitioners and others with public health responsibilities. The advances that are most likely to be stable are those that are achieved through the people. That is why this book is important, though in places it could be better adapted for its purpose: a page is spared for infant and child welfare, the same as for ornithosis. But there is a wealth of useful information and practical advice for which to be grateful. It is strongly recommended.
D S RIDLEY
The Obstructing Acromion by Bernard Diamond MD FACS pp xv+ 212 illustrated $9.50 Springfield, IWl.: Charles C Thomas 1964 Dr Diamond's chatty little book is a very readable piece of special pleading. His special plea is for a more vigorous approach to problems of chronic derangement of the shoulder.
Using an approach so modified as to facilitate repair of the deltoid muscle he has tackled fortyfour shoulders. Four main causes accounted for disability: chronic calcific tendonitis; chronic, ordinary tears of the rotator cuff; chronic massive tears of the cuff; and lesions of the bursa, biceps tendon or cuff without tear or calcification. Removal of the acromion was combined with the attack on the lesion itself.
The particular aspects of the thesis will probably not command general acceptance. For instance, it is nearly always unwise to remove the acromion when there is a chronic massive tear of the rotator cuff. On the other hand, many surgeons will agree that there is a case for a bolder approach to the chronically painful shoulder with limited abduction. It is probable, too, that there is still a place for acromionectomy and that
